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Adam Port
What can I say about Berlin that doesn’t sound cheesy? I really don’t

know, but let me say one thing: It is great to travel, to play shows and

see other cities around the world but nothing is as good as the warm

feeling of coming back here.



Blut & Eisen
Ink time

The tattoo parlor Blut & Eisen (literally, Blood and Iron) opened in 1996 on Alte

Schonhauser Strasse in the heart of Mitte, when the name of the shop

resembled its surroundings much more than it does today. The proprietary

couple, Mario Brendel and Yvonne Ziegler—the former the piercer and the

latter the tattoo artist—decided to combine their respective trades in one shop.

However, something must have gone awry as Brendel no longer offers his

services. Thus, Blut & Eisen now is solely a tattoo parlor, though they continue

to sell piercing accoutrements.



Clean, hygenic and friendly, Blut & Eisen has tattooing down to an art. If you

are skeptical, check their website, which provides online portfolios for each

tattoo specialist.

Shop | Mitte
Tue Sat, 13:00 20:00

Blut & Eisen
Alte Schonhauser Strasse 6,

10119 Berlin
T: +49302831982
W. www.blut-und-eisen.de/...

Transport:
[U2] at Rosa Luxemburg Platz

tattoo
piercing
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“In my opinion, Blut & Eisen is the best tattoo shop

in town. And I‘ve got the ink to prove it.”
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Knofi
Mediterranean delights

Sometimes comfort food doesn't come in a casserole dish or out of your

mother's kitchen. Particularly in the case of the delicacies whipped up at Knofi,

where, unless you are from a Middle Eastern family, comfort food is

reinvented.



Whether eating at their cafeteria-style restaurant or taking your goodies home,

Knofi always hits the spot. When we're feeling lazy we grab some

spreads—their olive spread is our favorite—or pick from the appealingly laid

out assortment of flatbread, olives and baklava...and voila, dinner is ready!

Otherwise, a bowl of fresh lentil soup and a small salad or a gözleme cures

deep hunger pangs.



Added bonus: Knofi is the perfect place to pick up a gift if you're going to

dinner and don't know what to bring—their selection of dried fruits and nuts,

beautifully wrapped, always impresses.

Food | Kreuzberg
Mon Fri, 9:00 20:00; Sat, 9:00 17:00; Sun, Closed

Knofi
Bergmannstrasse 98, 10961

Berlin
T: +49306945807
W. www.knofi.de/...

Transport:
[U7] at Gneisenaustraße
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“Ok. Real talk. Their service is slow and not really

customer-friendly, but the food is cool and the cakes

are off the hook!”
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Molinari & Ko
Italian 'round the clock

Molinari & Ko—named after owners Maurizio Molinari and Kathrin Koob—is

the corner cafe/restaurant that you dream of. Situated on a pedestrian street,

there are always plenty of people at the outside tables, sipping espressos,

reading the paper and watching the neighborhood kids play street soccer.



The cafe has you covered at all hours of the day—for breakfast grab a

perfectly brewed cappuccino; for lunch, a fresh panini; in the afternoon, a

macchiato and a slice of house-made torte and finally, at dinner their signature

pizzas with a bottle of Italian red wine. Okay, so you may not want to dine

exclusively here, but if you happen to, you will always leave satisfied, ready for

your morning espresso. With lovely interior touches like old school desks and

red and white checkered tablecloths and reasonable prices, it's a perfect place

to become a regular.

Food | Kreuzberg
Mon Fri, 8:00 1:00; Sat Sun, 9:00 1:00

Molinari & Ko
Riemannstrasse 13, 10961 Berlin
T: +49306913903

Transport:
[U7] at Gneisenaustraße
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“This spot is two blocks from my house. A very nice

and romantic atmosphere with delicious food and

old school desks. It is the perfect place to start the

day with a nice breakfast and without Macbook

dorks around you.”
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Spacehall
DJ's Delight

This four floor record store stocks the latest records that crowds crave and dj's

play.



Definitely tailored toward the electronic side of things- heavy house, dirty

disco, electro and all that lies around those categories.



Serious record shopping at the physical branch; and they're now offering their

warehouse of selections online as well. Now lazy crate diggers can avoid the

stairs. Either way, a spacey experience.

Shop | Kreuzberg
Mon Wed, 11:00 20:00; Thu Fru,11:00 22:00; Sat 11:00 20:00

Spacehall
Zossener Strasse 33, 10961

Berlin
T: +49306947664
E. info@space-hall.de
W. www.space-hall.de

Transport:
[U7] at Gneisenau Strasse
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“This is my favorite record store in Techno City!

Great selection and a top buying agent. They don‘t

order bullshit music. DJs from all over the world go

here and it is only a minute away from my crib. I

love to buy new vinyl!”
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Golden Gate
Blurred bridges

Located underneath the tracks near Jannowitzbrücke, within pissing distance

from the Spree, Golden Gate offers a non-pretentious, anything goes,

all-night-long-and-into-the-next-week party.



Like so many underground clubs in Berlin, Golden Gate is hard to find. Forget

the neon sign pointing to the entrance. In fact, forget any sign at all. If you

can't find the door, just listen for the bass: the thick, grimey, thumping, crunky

shit seeping from the blacked-out windows of a dumpy, graffiti-covered two

story building, like maggots oozing from a road-side rabbit. Yeah, this place is

that dirty. And, like so many underground clubs in Berlin, that's what makes it

beautiful.



This back yard battleground is decked out in slap-shabby second hand

furniture and everything is at least a little rotten or mangy. The bar staff are

actually friendly, the drinks are affordable, and the coat-check girl might even

shoot you a smile if she's having a good night.



It's not worth showing up much before

Club | Mitte
Thu Sat, 23:00 Open End

Golden Gate
Dircksenstrasse 77-78, 10179

Berlin
T: +493062900155
E. goldengate-berlin@gmx.de
W. www.goldengate-berlin.de/...

Transport:
[U8] [S] at Jannowitzbrücke
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 2:00, after which you can expect a mostly

techno flavored musical diet and a club packed

with young, adventuresome folk and a few

loose cannons.



... explored by Jess in Berlin.

“Or Villa, Picknick, Panorama Bar, Cookies, Tresor,

Magnet, Watergate, Sage, Ritter Butzke, Arena,

Tape, Maria, Club der Visionäre, Weekend, Scala,

and, and, and...I love them all. Some more and

some less. They all make Berlin the techno city that

I love!”
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KaDeWe
A lesson in western shopping

Yup, this is the biggest department store in Europe. A true symbol for the

market economy and the economic miracle.



Over 60,000 square meters of sales area, anything that can be bought will be

sold.



No trip is complete without a trip to the sixth floor—swirl through the lobster

displays, caviar and champagne bar, Ladurée pastry shop and endless of

aisles of edible goodies.

Shop | Charlottenburg
Mon Thu, 10:00 20:00; Fri, 10:00 21:00; Sat, 9:30 20:00; Sun, Closed

KaDeWe
Tauentzienstrasse 21-24 , 10789

Berlin
T: +493021210
E. info@kadewe.com
W. www.kadewe-berlin.de

Transport:
[U1] at Wittenbergplatz
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“The good old Kaufhaus des Westens...A lot of cool

brands under one roof. From Burberry to Dior

Homme, Louis Vuitton to Ralph Lauren. They know

how to treat customers! It‘s easy to spend 5000

Euros in a number of minutes. West Berlin baby!”

p11 p12



Firmament
High end streetwear

Firmament founder Joerg Haas may have the King Midas touch. His side

hobby happens to be the popular online magazine Being Hunted, while his

store is pure gold for streetwear collectors: ultra exclusive jeans, tees, jackets,

bags, books, hats—and of course shoes.



The aesthetically striking L-40 building offers a contrast to the warm

atmosphere of Firmament's interior—the wood panelled front room is

frequently used for product installations as is the brightly lit second room with

its clean retail presentations. The latter also houses the store's centerpiece, a

large living tree.



Firmament offers a spectrum of clothing and apparel that echo labels from

legendary NYC skateboard brand, Supreme, to iconic Japanese label,

Undercover, by Jun Takahashi or Comme des Garcons' Junya Watanabe

MAN. Displayed in wet-slick glass cases that look like they came out of an

extraordinarily hip sci-fi flick, the studio provides customers with a giddy

I-am-special vibe. And with brands like

Shop | Mitte
Mon Sat, 12:00 20:00

Firmament
Linienstraße 40, 10119 Berlin
T: +493049808674
W. www.am-firmament.com

Transport:
[U2] at Rosa-Luxemburg-Platz
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 this up for grabs the feeling only doubles.

“Tasteful selection of brands. This is the number

one spot in Germany when you are looking for stuff

like Original Fake, Neighbourhood, Visvim or

Supreme. The owner is a cool dude and knows

what‘s up in the biz.”
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Wood Wood
Knock knock

Created in 2002 by three former students of the Royal Design School of

Denmark, Wood Wood started as a limited t-shirt label and a store selling

sneakers, skateboards, collector toys and art books in Copenhagen. After the

success of their private line and shop, the three Danes expanded south to

Berlin, opening their unique boutique in the heart of Mitte.



As one of Berlin's most beloved streetwear stores, Wood Wood signifies urban

fashion from Denmark but has branched into a holder of cool kicks and

hoodies universally.



Get clothes by their figurehead, also known as drummer Henrik Vibskov, the

limited Nike Edition or custom made silk ties, scarfs and bow-ties by Edson

here.

Shop | Mitte
Mon Sat, 12:00 20:00;

Wood Wood
Rochstrasse 4, 10178 Berlin
T: +493028047877
E. wood@sogetthis.com
W. www.woodwood.dk

Transport:
[S] [U2] [U5] [U8] at

Alexanderplatz; [U8] at

Weinmeisterstrasse
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“Copenhagen in the house! They have always a

smaller but a much better selection of Ralph Lauren

than in the Ralph boutique in KaDeWe. A very nice

team. It is always a pleasure to buy something

here.”
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